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OUTCOME OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE GROUP ON ECOSYSTEM-BASED 

SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES (FISH 1-2014) 

 

Introduction   

0.1 In accordance with the Outcome of HELCOM HOD 46-2014 (Paragraph 4.48), the First Meeting 
of the Group on Ecosysem-based Sustainable Fisheries (FISH 1-2014) was held in Helsinki, Finland, at the 
premises of the HELCOM Secretariat on 20-21 October 2014. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by delegations from Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, 
Poland, Sweden and observers from CCB, Oceana, WWF and the Fisheries Secretariat as well as an invited 
guest from the Baltic Sea Advisory Council. The List of Participants is attached as Annex 1.  

0.3  The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Marcin Rucinski, Poland. Professional Secretary Dmitry Frank-
Kamenetsky acted as secretary of the Meeting with the assistance of Project Coordinator Marco Milardi.   

 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda of the Meeting (document 1-1). 

 

Agenda Item 2  Election of Chair 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the suggestion by Germany to have a two co-chairs arrangement for 
the Group, with one co-chair representing fisheries side and one representing environmental side, in the 
same way as it was in the former Fisheries and Environment Forum. The Meeting took note that the Executive 
Secretary will take this issue up with the HELCOM Chair and the Heads of Delegation.   

2.2 The Meeting elected Mr. Marcin Rucinski as Chair of the Group for the time period of 2014-2016.   

 

Agenda Item 3  Outcome of HELCOM modernization 

Documents: 3-1, 3-2 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the presentation by HELCOM Executive Secretary on the outcome of 
the HELCOM streamlining, including the renewed HELCOM working structure (Presentation 1, document 3-
2). 

3.2 The Meeting further took note of the Terms of Reference for the Group on Ecosystem-based 
Sustainable Fisheries, adopted by the 46th Meeting of HELCOM Heads of Delegation (document 3-1). 

 

Agenda Item 4  Matters arising from other HELCOM work of relevance for the Group 

Documents: 4-1, 4-2. 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the extracts of outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings, the 16th 
Meeting of HELCOM HABITAT as well as the 46th Meeting of HELCOM Heads of Delegation, as presented by 
the Secretariat (document 4-1). 

4.2 The Meeting took note of the Estonian priorities within HELCOM’s Chairmanship 2014-2016 
(document 4-2). 
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Agenda Item 5  Work Plan for the Group 

Documents: 5-1, 5-1-Rev.1, 4-3, 5-2, 5-3, 5-4, 5-4-Rev.1, 5-5, 5-6  

5.1 The Meeting discussed in general an outline for the Work Plan for the Group (document 5-4), 
developed it further and agreed to come back to the document when discussing relevant agenda items. 

5.2 The Meeting pointed out that VMS data itself do not yet inform of the impact of fishing on the 
seabed. However, when combined with the information on the gear type associated with individual vessels, 
such impacts could be evaluated.    

5.3 The Meeting noted that thanks to the discard ban to be enforced in the Baltic Sea some new 
data on by-catch can be expected to become available in a few years time.  

5.4 The Meeting noted that national programmes under the Data Collection Framework in the EU 
countries in a very limited way address recreational fisheries. The programmes finance data collection which 
directly supports decision-making and it has not been a priority for financing so far. The Meeting found the 
action on collecting information on recreational fisheries challenging, but was of the opinion that the issue 
should be addressed and first steps taken to be able to evaluate impacts from this fisheries as it e.g. 
contributes to fishing mortality of certain commercially exploited fish stocks and impacts biodiversity.  

5.5 The Meeting highlighted that there should be no parallel collection of data on fisheries to Data 
Collection Framework and that data should be scientifically based and peer-reviewed.  

5.6 The Meeting took note of the suggestion by the Fisheries Secretariat that the Group could deal 
with multispecies management plan proposal from an ecosystem-based approach point of view.  

5.7 The Meeting took note of the explanation by the Secretariat that the FISH-PRO II project dealing 
with coastal fish monitoring and assessment is operating under the umbrella of the State Working Group 
(tentative name). 

5.8 The Meeting agreed to request the Contracting Parties to provide HELCOM with information 
related to national plans on aquaculture development. 

5.9 The Meeting stressed the importance of having both fisheries and environmental authorities 
involved in the work of this group. 

5.10 The Meeting took note of the comment by Germany that by-catch monitoring and reduction is 
an important issue which needs to be accounted for adequately in the work plan. 

Integrated assessment of human impacts 

5.11 The Meeting took note of the information on the ongoing project to prepare the 2nd Holistic 
assessment of the status of and pressures on the marine environment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) and on the 
current status of development of the fish related HELCOM core indicators (project CORESET II) (document 4-
3). HOLAS II assessment will be based on a regional set of core-indicators, integrated with the use of common 
assessment tools, and will incorporate information on measures to reach Good Environmental Status as well 
as socio-economic analyses. The Meeting further took note that the Contracting Parties being EU member 
states have agreed to use HOLAS II as a roof report to be reported under Articles 8, 9 and 10 of the Marine 
Strategy Framework Directive.  

5.12 The Meeting took note of the presentation by the Secretariat on Baltic Sea Pilot Project: Testing 
new concepts for integrated environmental monitoring of the Baltic Sea (BALSAM), in particular its activities 
to develop a joint Action Plan and recommendations by HELCOM and ICES for synergies between 
environmental and fisheries surveys (Presentation 2). The Meeting pointed out the importance of activities 
aimed at development of such an Action Plan and recommendations. 
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Development of sustainable aquaculture in the Baltic Sea Region 

5.13 The Meeting considered the draft HELCOM Recommendation on sustainable aquaculture in the 
Baltic Sea Region (document 5-1) and took  note of the following general comments on the draft expressed 
by the Contracting Parties: 

- Germany at this stage presented the comments from the conservation side and  finds it important 
that the Recommendation addresses the issue of open cage fish farming, exclusion of aquaculture 
from marine protected areas and adequate accounting for Maximum Allowable Inputs and nutrient 
reduction targets. Germany also pointed out that the Recommendation should follow the aims 
specified in the Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration and this should be reflected in the wording, i.e. 
development of aquaculture should not be the aim but rather limitation of potential environmental 
impacts. Germany also clarified that they were not co-leading the work on initial drafting of the 
Recommendation but provided nature conservation expertise; 

- Sweden suggested simplifying and shortening the text, especially the preamble part and re-
considering the use of the term ‘ecosystem-based aquaculture’; 

- Finland acknowledged that economic development is part of their consideration when developing 
the Recommendation; 

- Denmark expressed the view that we should not set up rules that go beyond the existing EU 
regulations and directives in the environmental area. 

5.14 The Meeting agreed on a regular reporting of the nutrient discharges from all types of 
aquaculture to PLC database.  

5.15 The Meeting also took note of the suggestion by Germany to also request the opinion of the 
State Working Group (tentative name) regarding how to deal with aquaculture in MPAs, and with open cage 
fish farming systems in general. 

5.16 The Meeting agreed to request the opinion from the State Working Group (tentative name) on 
the risks involved with regard to escapes of cultured non-indigenous species and indigenous species that may 
have impacts on wild fish populations.  

5.17 The Meeting supported timely finalization of the Recommendation in order to be able to put it 
forward for adoption at the next meeting of the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM 36-2015).  

5.18 The Meeting established a drafting session and further developed the draft Recommendation 
as contained in document 5-1-Rev.1 and agreed on the next steps for finalizing it for submission to HOD 47-
2014: 

- Secretariat will circulate the revised version of the draft Recommendation to the 
participants of the Meeting and contact points of the Group; 

- consolidated national positions should be prepared to the new draft of the 
Recommendation as contained in document 5-1-Rev.1 and to be submitted by 14 November 
2014 to the Secretariat (marco.milardi@helcom.fi); 

- Secretariat will incorporate any editorial comments to the draft Recommendation and will 
single out any possible open issues on which contradictory comments have been received; 

- depending on the nature of the comments received and upon a consultation with the Chair, 
a video-/tele-meeting could be organized to solve the possible open issues; a tentative date 
for the meeting is 17 November 2014. 

Migratory fish species 

5.19 The Meeting took note of the ongoing HELCOM activities on migratory fish species, including 
within the Task Force on migratory fish species according to its Terms of Reference (document 5-2). 

5.20 The Meeting took note of the information by the Contracting Parties on national activities 
related to migratory species, including: 

mailto:marco.milardi@helcom.fi
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- Finland reported three issues: government has approved national sea trout and salmon strategy. 
National fish path strategy was approved a couple of years ago and implementation is on the way. 
Revision of fisheries act has been delivered to national parliament for discussion and in the end for 
approval. National eel management will be revised but it will take some time. 

- Germany reported the work done with sturgeon in co-operation with Poland, which was also reported 
at the latest HELCOM HABITAT meeting. 

- Poland reported on a process to establish a new group on sea trout under ICES. 

5.21 The Meeting noted that there are many activities ongoing on national level to protect migratory 
fish species, however, they would benefit from coordination on regional level, for instance with regard to the 
need to standardise methods suitable for protection and restoration of population of migratory species and 
as a first step organize work towards a collection of best practices from the Baltic Sea area. The Fish Group 
could boost such a regional coordination.  

5.22 The Meeting took note of the information by CCB that the European Commission has released a 
report on implementation of national eel management plans and recommended HELCOM to organize 
systematic work on that species as it is still currently endangered and measures on its protection are not 
internationally coordinated well. 

5.23 The Meeting supported the idea, proposed by CCB, to apply for relevant EU funds to continue 
the work started under HELCOM SALAR project to, e.g., restore prioritized salmon and sea trout rivers. In this 
respect, the Meeting noted that the Work Plan includes a working item on following up the implementation 
of HELCOM Recommendation 32-33/1 to identify the progress made and existing gaps.  

Fisheries and conservation objectives  

5.24 The Meeting took note of the information by the Secretariat on existing policies and legislation 
related to fisheries management in MPAs, necessitating regional co-operation on conservation measures to 
reach ecologically coherent and well managed network of marine protected areas in the Baltic Sea (document 
5-5).  

5.25 The Meeting further took note that there are activities ongoing within other HELCOM groups to 
analyse ecological coherence of MPAs, upgrade regional MPAs database as well as map spatial distribution 
of threatened species and habitats that will support the work on fisheries within MPAs (document 5-5).  

5.26 The Meeting discussed the planned HELCOM activities related to the physical loss and damage 
to the seafloor, including data gathering on pressures from human activities, developing principles for setting 
an environmental target, and an action plan to address human pressures. The Meeting took note of the 
explanation by the Secretariat that these are activities closely linked to the co-operation among the HELCOM 
Contracting Parties being EU member states on coordination of Programmes of Measures required under 
MSFD.  

5.27 The Meeting highlighted the importance of ensuring the scientifically based process for target 
setting based on available, and where appropriate, peer-reviewed data and information. The Secretariat 
informed that ICES has been invited to join the planned HELCOM activities.   

5.28 The Meeting supported that the outlined activities focus on sustainable fishing practices in MPAs 
based on BALTFIMPA Generic Tool and a possible development of a guideline. Further, the Meeting 
requested that by-catch problem is also covered by the activity. 

5.29 The Meeting agreed to come back to the issue of the Group’s specific contribution to these 
activities at its next meeting based on the additional information to be prepared by the Secretariat.  

5.30 The Meeting took note of the following information: 

- Denmark reported that 30 MPAs in the Danish area are already restricted to fishing with bottom 
contacting gear and that 10 more are currently undergoing the same process. Scheveningen and 
BALTFISH work groups ensure co-operation among their member countries with regard to fisheries 
management in MPAs. Denmark emphasized active involvement of the NGOs in this work. 
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- Germany reported that federal authorities for fisheries (TI-SF) and for nature conservation (BfN) had 
jointly elaborated and submitted to the Ministries of Environment and Agriculture a proposal of fisheries 
management in MPAs in 2011, which is currently under negotiation between the ministries and 
expressed a wish that a compromise would be found soon.  

- Chair clarified that BALTFISH is meant to make sure that coordination of fisheries rules happens in waters 
where more than one nation fishes. 

- Sweden reported on their undergoing work to prepare a report on fisheries regulations in their MPAs 
due in October and that they will start a dialogue with the stakeholders on regulations in the MPAs.  

- Finland pointed out possible consequences for national legislation of regionally coordinated activities on 
restriction of fishery in nature protected areas.   

5.31 The Meeting agreed in principle on the Work Plan for the Group as included in document 5-4-
Rev.1 and as amended during the Meeting (Annex 2) and requested the Contracting Parties to provide their 
further possible comments, especially on the timeframes and leading countries, by 5 November 2014. The 
Secretariat will finalize the work plan in consultation with the Chair and it will be forwarded to the 47th 
Meeting of the Heads of Delegation (9-10 December 2014, Helsinki) for endorsement.  

5.32 The Meeting encouraged the Contracting Parties to intersessionally provide their suggestions 
for the issues to be discussed in the upcoming meeting and to inform the Chair and the Secretariat 
accordingly.  

5.33 The Meeting took note of the joint NGO letter submitted by Oceana about development of 
fisheries measures inside Natura 2000 areas and that they wish the involvement of both Nature and Fisheries 
directors in this work and that the transparency of the BALTFISH co-operation would be ensured. Sweden 
also supported the equal involvement of Fisheries and Nature directors in this work. The Chair informed that 
he will convey the message to the Lithuanian BALTFISH Presidency.   

 

Agenda Item 6  Any other business 

Documents: 6-1 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the request for information by Oceana on further steps to be taken 
following the finalization of the multispecies management plan (document 6-1).  

6.2 The Meeting agreed to hold the next meeting of the Group in spring 2015 and welcomed the 
offer by the Chair to consult with the Lithuanian Presidency of BALTFISH if the meeting could be held back-
to-back with BALTFISH.  

6.3 The Meeting considered the frequency of the meetings (three times per two years as currently 
stated in the ToR) and agreed to convey the request to HODs if more frequent meetings could be held if 
needed.  

6.4 The Meeting took note of the nominated contacts of the FISH Group (Annex 3) and invited those 
Contracting Parties who have not yet done so to inform the Secretariat about their nominations as soon as 
possible. 

 

Agenda Item 7  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents: 7-1 

7.1 The Meeting considered and adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting as contained in 
document 9-1. 

7.2 The final Outcome will be prepared by the Secretariat in co-operation with the Chair and will be 
made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal.
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ANNEX 1 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Representing Name Organisation E-mail address 

Chair       

  
 Marcin Rucinski Permanent Representation of the Republic of Poland to the 

European Union 
Marcin.Rucinski@msz.gov.pl 

Contracting Parties        

Denmark Janne Palomino Dalby The Danish AgriFish Agency jpda@naturerhverv.dk  

Estonia Merje Frey Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries Economics Department merje.frey@agri.ee  

Finland Heikki Lehtinen Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry heikki.lehtinen@mmm.fi 

Germany Maike Kramer Bioconsult Schuchardt & Scholle GbR, on behalf of German 
Federal Agency for Nature Conservation 

kramer@bioconsult.de  

Germany Thurid Otto BfN (Federal Agency for Nature Conservation)/GEOMAR, on 
behalf of German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation 

totto@geomar.de  

Latvia Laura Briekmane Institute of Food Safety, Animal Health and Environment BIOR laura.briekmane@bior.gov.lv  

Poland Wojciech Pelczarski National Marine Fisheries Research Institute wpelczar@mir.gdynia.pl  

Sweden Jacob Hagberg Ministry of Environment  jacob.hagberg@regeringskansliet.se  

Observers       

Observer Hanna Paulomäki OCEANA hpaulomaki@oceana.org  

Observer Matti Ovaska WWF Finland / WWF Baltic Ecoregion Programme matti.ovaska@wwf.fi  

Observer Ellen Bruno Coalition Clean Baltic ellen.bruno@naturskyddsforeningen.se  

Observer Annelie Brand CCB/Fisheries Secretariat (FISH) annelie.brand@fishsec.org  

Invited guests       

Other organisation Vesa Karttunen Baltic Sea Advisory Council vesa.karttunen@ahven.net  

HELCOM Secretariat       

HELCOM Secretariat Monika Stankiewicz HELCOM Secretariat monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi  

HELCOM Secretariat Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky HELCOM Secretariat dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi  

HELCOM Secretariat Marco Milardi HELCOM Secretariat marco.milardi@helcom.fi  

HELCOM Secretariat Petra Kääriä HELCOM Secretariat petra.kaaria@helcom.fi  

mailto:Marcin.Rucinski@msz.gov.pl
mailto:jpda@naturerhverv.dk
mailto:merje.frey@agri.ee
mailto:heikki.lehtinen@mmm.fi
mailto:kramer@bioconsult.de
mailto:totto@geomar.de
mailto:laura.briekmane@bior.gov.lv
mailto:wpelczar@mir.gdynia.pl
mailto:jacob.hagberg@regeringskansliet.se
mailto:hpaulomaki@oceana.org
mailto:matti.ovaska@wwf.fi
mailto:ellen.bruno@naturskyddsforeningen.se
mailto:annelie.brand@fishsec.org
mailto:vesa.karttunen@ahven.net
mailto:monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi
mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
mailto:marco.milardi@helcom.fi
mailto:petra.kaaria@helcom.fi
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ANNEX 2 

DRAFT WORK PLAN FOR FISH 

Nr ACTION LEAD /RESPONSIBLE INTERLINKED ACTIVITIES TIME FRAME 

Action 1 Integrated assessment of human impacts1  

1 Contracting Parties to support the future joint ICES/HELCOM VMS data calls for the 
ICES & HELCOM advice on the spatial distribution and impact of fishing activities  
(confidentiality of VMS data for both data transfer and use to be ensured) 
To formulate a request for ICES advice on fishing intensity e.g. affecting the seabed 
per a type of fishing gear based on VMS data 

HELCOM Secretariat in 
cooperation with ICES 
Secretariat 

[Possibly in 
coordination with 
OSPAR] 

The data will support assessing pressures 
within HOLAS II  and mapping human 
activities affecting seafloor integrity 
(activity under HELCOM GEAR Group) 

ICES Working Group on Spatial Fisheries 
Data 

2015 

2 Identification of the possible remaining data gaps in adequately assessing impacts of 
fisheries on marine ecosystems, including on by-catch   

FISH group Supporting information for use in HOLAS II 

as well as in mapping human activities 

affecting seafloor integrity (under 

HELCOM GEAR Group) 

2015-2016 

3 Identification of requirements for harmonization assessment strategy for by-catch 
monitoring (including mammals and birds) 

[to identify] ICES WG on by-catch of protected species [to identify] 

4 Contribute to operationalization (ensuring  quality assured data flow) of fish-related 
HELCOM regional core indicators (BSAP, and MSFD and CFP for EU countries) 

   

5 a) Address Regional Coordination Groups within the EU Data Collection 
Framework and ICES on how to improve data collection on recreational 
fisheries 

b) Development and implementation of comparable methodology for data 
collection through surveys, especially on recreational fisheries and in particular 
of salmon and sea trout 

FISH Group 

[Lead 
Party/Intersessional 
activity] 

 

Supporting information to assess 
pressures on marine ecosystem 

a) FISH 2-2015 

 

 

b) 2016 

 

 

                                                           
1 Contribute to recognizing the data gaps that prevent adequately assessing human pressures on the ecosystems in cooperation with relevant bodies, thus contributing to HELCOM holistic 
assessments, and contribute to operationalization of HELCOM fish-related core indicators from point of view of biodiversity, food webs and seafloor integrity (indicators on commercial fish 
are dealt with by ICES) 
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Action 2 Sustainable fisheries pracicies2  

6 Provide tools for sustainable fishing practices, including to address by-catch of fish, 
birds and mammals: 

 Further development of the HELCOM generic decision-support tool to map 
possible negative impacts of specific gear types on threatened or declining 
species and habitats (developed with BALTFIMPA project) 

 Development of guidelines on sustainable fisheries practices in Marine 
Protected Areas  

 Testing and use of the tools when implementing sustainable fishing methods 
and practices into MPA management plans 

 Promotion of research of fishing gear impacts on marine species 

 [a project] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contracting Parties 

 Utilise the ongoing mapping of 
distribution of red listed species and 
habitats in the Baltic Sea 

  
Possibly utilize information from coastal 
fish monitoring and assessment (FISH-
PRO II) 

 

Modernization of HELCOM MPAs 
database 

 

 

2015-2016 

 

 

 

2017 

 

Continuous 

7 Contribution to the development of principles for setting an environmental target 
for seafloor integrity, including participation in a workshop 

Lead by GEAR group 

[a project] 

 Ongoing work on joint or coordinated 
measures for physical loss and seafloor 
damage led by GEAR 

2015-2016 

Action 3. Migratory fish species3  

8 To guide the FISH-M on the further work on migratory fish species and possibly to 
prioritise the topics taking in particular into account the following items for further 
development and implementation: 

 recommendations/guideline on common practices for breeding, rearing and 
releasing salmon and sea trout as reintroductions in potential salmonid rivers; 

 investigations of needed improvements for stocking practices (e.g. biological 
and genetical guidelines) for sea trout and salmon 

 recommendation/guideline for riverine and estuarine management and 
conservation measures, such as fish ways for up and down migration, 
restoration and protection of spawning grounds, concerning fisheries within 
rivers and estuaries (i.a. sea trout and salmon) 

FISH-M (Chair still to 
be nominated) 

 

[countries to take the 
lead for 
species/specific tasks] 

ICES WG BAST 2015 and 
onwards 

9 To support implementation of the HELCOM project on Baltic sturgeon remediation 
pending funding as well as raise public awareness concerning re-introduction of 
sturgeon among fishermen, other relevant stakeholders and the public 

STURGEON Project 
Group 

Germany leading 

 application for 
Life+ Call October 
2014 

                                                           
2 In cooperation with relevant authorities and scientific institutions, address fishing practices which have a potential negative impact on conservation goals and/or threatened or declining 
species and habitats, especially within coastal and marine protected areas. When doing so, take into account environmental issues and processes, such as oxygen depletion, pollution, habitat 
destruction, and migratory barriers which may affect the quality, abundance and distribution of fish 
3 Further develop co-operation to implement best practices with the view to achieve the established objectives of HELCOM related to migratory fish species, including the corresponding BSAP 
targets, and in particular taking into account the commitments 19(B) and 23(B) of the Copenhagen Ministerial Meeting. 
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10 Development of additional measures such as reducing fishing mortality, removing 
migration barriers and re-stocking in eel-safe river systems 

[Lead 
Party/Intersessional 
activity] 

  

11 Organise the follow-up of the implementation of HELCOM Recommendation 32/33-
1 Conservation of Baltic salmon (Salmo salar) and sea trout (Salmo trutta) 
populations by the restoration of their river habitats and management of river 
fisheries in order to identify gaps in implementation and start up actions as needed 

 

Contracting Parties 

 

[a project] 

ICES WG BAST 2015 

Action 4 HELCOM Recommendation on sustainable aquaculture4  

12 A new HELCOM recommendation on sustainable aquaculture  FISG Group 

in consultation with 
relevant HELCOM 
groups as needed 

Contribution to EU activities aimed at 
developing aquaculture regulations  

draft for HOD 47-
2014, adoption at 
HELCOM 36- 2015 

Action 5 Cooperation between authorities and with stakeholders5   

13 Look for the ways how to cooperate in practise, e.g. with BALTFISH 

 

 

Liaise with Aquaculture Advisory Council soon to be operationalized 

[Country acting as a 
liaison between FISH 
and BALTFISH] 

 continuous 

Action 6 Follow up of the Baltic Sea Action Plan6   

13 Support the follow up implementation of the of BSAP and Ministerial commitments 
regarding fisheries impact and conservation of fish species  

 

Identify ways and propose actions to fill any gaps and shortcoming identified in the 
follow up. 

Fish Group Contribution to work of the Gear group 2015 

 

 

Continous 

 

                                                           
4 Develop a new HELCOM Recommendation on sustainable aquaculture by 2014 to substitute the existing HELCOM Recommendation 25/4 aiming at limiting potential environmental impacts 
of aquaculture activities taking into account the upcoming EU guidelines for aquaculture 
5 Enhance communication and cooperation between the fisheries and environmental administrations of the HELCOM Contracting Parties as well as relevant bodies and institutions, seek to 
establish stronger cooperation with ICES, BALTFISH and JBSFC, and Baltic Sea Advisory Council in order to facilitate mutually supportive agenda and maximize synergies between the 
different bodies 
6 Provide support for the implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan, Ministerial Declarations and HELCOM Recommendations as well as propose strategies, guidelines and 
recommendations in the area of its expertise according to the existing priorities as well as requests by the Heads of Delegations and subsidiary bodies 
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ANNEX 3 

OFFICIALLY NOMINATED CONTACTS OF FISH    

    

Representing Name Organisation E-mail address 

Chair       

Chair Marcin Rucinski Permanent Representation of the Republic of Poland 
to the European Union 

Marcin.Rucinski@msz.gov.pl 

Contracting Parties        

Denmark Janne Palomino Dalby The Danish AgriFish Agency jpda@naturerhverv.dk 

European Union Andra Baltmane ES andra.baltmane@ec.europa.eu 

Finland Heikki Lehtinen Ministry of Agriculture and forestry heikki.lehtinen@mmm.fi 

Finland Penina Blankett Ministry of the Environment penina.blankett@ymparisto.fi  

Observers       

Observer Sally Clink BSAC sc@bsac.dk 

Observer Gunnar Noren Coalition Clean Baltic gunnar.noren@ccb.se 

Observer Nils Höglund Coalition Clean Baltic nils.hoglund@ccb.se 

Observer Matti Ovaska WWF Finland matti.ovaska@wwf.fi  

 

mailto:Marcin.Rucinski@msz.gov.pl
mailto:jpda@naturerhverv.dk
https://portal.helcom.fi/_layouts/listform.aspx?PageType=4&ListId=%7B83ACB6B4-C92A-473C-B15C-AC7D32B71F57%7D&ID=584
mailto:andra.baltmane@ec.europa.eu
mailto:heikki.lehtinen@mmm.fi
mailto:penina.blankett@ymparisto.fi
mailto:sc@bsac.dk
mailto:gunnar.noren@ccb.se
mailto:nils.hoglund@ccb.se
mailto:matti.ovaska@wwf.fi

